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OUR WORK. 


i. Fe'sole Club.— Subject for January 1 893. The paper for the correspond- 
ing month of last year was an attempt to explain the importance of unity 
and variety as elements of the beautiful in nature and in art. The paper 
should be read over again, especially the last two pages (pp. 845 and 846 of 
the volume for 1891-92). Instead of the stick and stone, draw, this month, a 
branch of a fir-tree, any small bit that may be left from Christmas decorations. 
Endeavour to see the unity in its similar, spiky leaves, and the variety in 
them, of size and curve and setting on the stalk. Get the unity of curvature 
throughout the whole twig or branch ; and the variety of minor bends 
which go to make up the whole curve. Stand the branch nearly on the level 
of the eye, on a pile of books, or pin it on a board, and put in the back- 
ground as you see it. And on the back of the drawing write down, in a few 
words, how many different points of unity and variety you have observed, 
and tried to render, in this one subject. Send the drawing by the end of 
the month to W. G. Collingwood, Lanehead, Coniston, Lancashire. Next 
month a subject will be set for competition, which will end the club year, 
1892-93. 

2. House of Education . — Report of Her Majesty s Inspector of Schools on 
the House of Education at Ambleside . — On Saturday, November 20, 1892, 
I visited Ambleside for the purpose of inspecting the House of Education 
which Miss C. M. Mason established there in the month of January in the 
same year. 


Objects . — Those Heads of families who have had occasion to engage the 
services of a Nursery Governess have not unfrequently found cause to 
regret it. A good Nurse thoroughly understands the art of keeping chil- 
dren tidy, happy, and “ good.” A well-educated Governess is able to in- 
struct her scholars with effect. But it has often happened that a Nursery 
Governess has been found to possess neither the practical skill of the Nurse 
nor the intellectual qualifications of the Governess. Miss Mason believed 
that among other ways of improving domestic education, one of the rnos ^ 
important would be to provide a course of training for young ladies which 
would enable them to act in the capacity of instructor, manager, and com 
panion to children between the ages of five and thirteen. It is certain that 
while parents not unwisely delegate a part of the training of their chil ten 
to others, the aid which they may procure is more serviceable in proporti ^ 
as the Governess possesses a sound training in the theory and ptact.ce 
education. 

Method — At the time of my visit there were thirteen young ladies u ^ nC j s 
going a course of training at the House of Education. The course ex 
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are concurrently acquiring principles and meth J P / aCt ' Cal - The studen ‘s 
tors and appl yin g them in a Practising School f ? m com P etent instruc- 
it is no part of the plan of the Hous/of ' * Sh ° uld be observ ed that 
with a groundwork of education. Education to supply the students 

have alreadTmatteTed dmpTehm^ry know! d”* ^ ^ ^ Students 
all educated people, either at a High Schn l" C gC SUCh as 1S comm °n to 
home. The House of Educuion exfsts for fh.“ “ PriVa >' «' 

applying the best methods of teaching- mm a h pu ^ pose of stud y>ng and 
No student, therefore, could profit by^he^mS ° CCUpyin & children - 
sufficient mental culture to take up studies of th\s kind “ P ° ssessed of 
My inspection consisted of three divisions : ^ 

School by the^tudenAUchers- 1 ^ 110 ” ° f ^ children in ‘he Practising 

t0 ^ StUdCnt 

three 'division” of mv Tnspectlon ^ ^ COrreSpondi ^ ** ‘he 
1. The Practising School. - Miss Mason’s intention is to train ladies 

tlarhT i! n a family ’ not those who will teach in a school. The 

teacher in a school has to learn how to impart instruction to a num- 
ber of children of nearly the same age and attainments- that is 
to take charge of a class. In a family, on the contrary, the teacher 
has to deal with a few children differing in age and sex, and less sub- 
ject to the regulating influences of work in a class. This distinction is 
obviously one of importance, and Miss Mason deals with it in an original 
way. Instead of being set to teach a class of children of the same 
age and attainments, the students are placed in charge of a small group of 
four children composed of boys and girls of various ages. The training of 
the Governess for the family is thus quite different from that of the teacher 
for the school. The students are divided into Seniors and Juniors, accord- 
ing to the length of time they have been in the House. Only the Seniors 
are made responsible for the work of a group. These work in pairs, and 
each pair takes charge of a group for one week at a time under the superin- 
tendence of Miss Mason. The Practising School and Students’ Classes 
are held in premises consisting of a hall and a few convenient class-rooms. 

The first lesson I heard was one on “ Leaves.” The age of the children 
to whom it was given was about twelve years. It was illustrated by more 
than a dozen different kinds of freshly gathered leaves and a few which had 
been made into “ skeletons.” The teacher had a black-board and sketched 
with facility the particular points which she wished to emphasise. Dif- 
ferent kinds of leaves were exhibited, and distinguished according as they 
had three parts, two parts, or only one. Net-veined leaves were contrasted 
with parallel-veined, and when the fact of the distinction was clearly ob- 
served and apprehended by the children, the correct name (petiole, stipule, 
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&c) was carefully impressed, and not before. The second lesson was 0n 
“ Mat-plaiting” for children of six. Clumsy and awkward little fingers 
were taught to interweave str.ps of paper without tearing them, so as to 
form a simple pattern. The task is sufficiently hard to train both the hand 
and the eye, and yet sufficiently easy not to exhaust the patience of the most 

unpractised beginner. 

The third lesson was in French. The children were about eight, and the 
method adopted was that of M. Gouin. The children walked towards the 
door, saying as they did so, “ Je marche vers la porte.” By questions they 
learnt to analyse the sentence into, “ Je marche,” “ I walk,” and “la porte” 
“the door.” They reach the door and then learn to say, “J’arrivehl’ a 
porte.” This they analyse as before into “ J’arrive ” and “ la porte,” a nc j 
then repeat the first action and sentence. By degrees other actions and 
sentences are accumulated, such as knocking, opening, and closing. The 
children express in a complete sentence an action of some kind while they 
actually perform it, and then separate the sentence into its leading words. 
I also heard lessons on English Grammar, based on the modern analytic 
treatment, a lesson on Natural History, and one in Drawing, which was 
partly taught by the method of dictation. 

{To be continued.) 


3. The Parent s’ Review . — Do our readers recognise that the Parent $ 
Review is passing through a period of anxiety at the close of a year? and 
that, though efforts will be made to maintain it at all hazards (so great is its 
acknowledged usefulness), our readers must make strenuous efforts to in- 
crease the circulation in the coming year. The publishers will kindly supply 
a bundle of back numbers, gratis, to any friends who will undertake to 
distribute them in likely quarters. Perhaps the best way to get subscribers 
is to canvass from house to house. 

The beginning of the New Year is a good time to join both the Mothers’ 
Educational Course and the Parents ’ Review School. The Members of 
both are, as we write, undergoing examination. 


I'.N.E.U. NOTES. 


„ u , Mac . 

Reading Branch.— N ov. 12. Thf> tR- 1 

of this Society was held at Watlinvton ' rdmeetin S ofthe Reading branch 
Rundell) when about ,00 membe s S V T ( °" ^ invitation of Mis * 
taken by the Rev. M. T. Friend fin^h k aSSCmb,ed ’ the chair being 

?■»“ indisposition) Xhl Rev h c"b ° P"' P"' R H - 

don, read a paper on “The i- ’ ' C - Beeching, Rector °f Yatten- 

spoke of the objects ofthe SocSvm^ y ’’ The rev ’ chairman 

and duty of taking part in dUm ^ ^' ng u P on mem bers the advantages 

balance-sLt was mad bv he eP b° rt — “tive committee and the 

i^Md n “ bered ab ° Ut ^ m^S^kn^Jhat ttm'was^ small 
elected At i committee and officers for the ensuing year were 

at tea by Miss R^ndell ^ C ° mpany WCre hos P itabl y ^‘ertained 

Leeds Branch.— D ecember 6 . The inaugural meeting of the Leeds 
branch of the P.N.E.U. was held at the Girls’ High School, Woodhouse 
Lane, Leeds, on Tuesday, Dec. 6 . The President, the Hon. Mrs. Talbot 
took the chair, and in a few words introduced Mrs. Boyd Carpenter who 
gave an interesting and helpful address on “ The Earliest Home Training.” 
A cordial vote of thanks was proposed by Mrs. Francis Steinthal of Ilkley— 

who has kindly promised to become a member of the Leeds committee 

and seconded by Mr. R. W. Eddison. About sixty ladies were present, 
many of them being members of the Union. Other meetings are contem- 
plated during the winter, but neither the dates nor the speakers are yet 
settled on. 


